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Peter fully believed in his own mission, and was
therefore believed by others.   He landed In.
Italy,   he   hastened   to Borne.     The Pope,
Urban, was kindled by his fervour, acknowledged him
as a Prophet, and gave full sanction to his announce-
ment of the immediate deliverance of Jerusalem.

The Hermit traversed Italy, crossed the Alps, with
indefatigable restlessness went from province to pro-
vince, from city to city. His appearance commanded
attention, his austerity respect, his language instanta-
neous and vehement sympathy. He rode on a muley
with a crucifix in his hand, his head and feet bare; his
dress was a long robe girt with a cord, and a hermit's
cloak of the coarsest stuff. He preached in the pulpits,
In the roads, in the market-places. His eloquence was
that which stirs the heart of the people, for it came
from his own, brief, figurative, full of bold apostrophes;
it was mingled with his own tears, with his own groans ;
he beat his breast; the contagion spread throughout his
audience. His preaching appealed to every passion, to
valour and shame,, to indignation and pity, to the pride
of the warrior, the compassion of the man, the religion
of the Christian, to the love of the Brethren, to the
hatred of the Unbeliever, aggravated by his insulting
tyranny, to reverence for the Bedeemer and the Saints,
to the desire of expiating sin, to the hope of eternal life-
Sometimes he found persons who, like himself, had
visited the Holy Land; he brought them forth before
the people, and made them bear witness to what they
had seen or what they had suffered. He appealed to
them as having beheld Christian blood poured out
wantonly as water, the foulest indignities perpetrated
on the sacred places in Jerusalem. He invoked the
Holy Angels, the Sainta in Heaven, the Mother of God,